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But when he died, great shame befell
Him, as the history doth tell.11

SALADIN   INVADES THE  KINGDOM

Ye have heard many times before

The tale, and heard it o'er and o'er,                                        2,490

How, when he had been crowned, King Guy

Did not let two full months pass by

Before he ordered to convoke

Throughout all Syria his folk

To gather and to bear him aid 3

For Saladin's men did invade

The country, and at his command

Swept in full force into the land,

Dealt to Guy's men a sore defeat.

An hundred knights of the elite,                                             25500

And Jacques de Mailly there were slain,12

Which caused the Temple grievous pain.

And it was this discomfiture

That started the misadventure

That has so long brought misery

11 The method of Raymond's death is not known. Beha ed Din (p. 114) says that
he died of pleurisy, but Conder's note claims he was killed by the Assassins (p. 113).
Ibn al Athir (p. 687) reports that he died of anger and grief. Rohricht (Konigreichs>
p. 446) and Baldwin (Raymond ///, p. 138, n. 17) collect the various sources dealing
with Raymond's demise. One western annalist says that he was murdered by his wife.
That he died very soon after the fall of Jerusalem is evidenced by the mention of his
death as a recent event in a letter announcing the fall of the city (Ibn Kallikan, IV,
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12 Jacques de Mailly, marshal of the Temple, is said by the Itinerarium (p. 7) to be
a native of Touraine. The story of the battle of Nazareth of May i, 1187, is best told
by Ernoul (pp. 144-48) and the Eracles (pp. 37-44), El Afdal, Saladin's son, re-
quested of Count Raymond permission to hunt in the territory of Tiberias for one day.
Raymond acceded to the request on condition that the Saracens were not to enter any
town or house or to plunder the countryside in any way. While the Saracens were
peacefully hunting they encountered a party of Templars and Hospitallers who were
coming as an embassy from Guy to Raymond. The knights fell upon the hunters and a
battle ensued in which the Christians were almost wiped out. Roger des Moulins, the
Master of the Hospital, and Jacques de Mailly, the marshal of the Temple, were slain,
and Girard de Ridefort, the Master of the Temple, barely escaped with his life. That
evening the Saracens rode back across the border in accordance with their promise to
remain in the country only one day. (Baldwin, Raymond III, pp. 86-91.)